
2nd Sunday of Advent, December 4th, 2022
Eucharist #2

Welcome to The Parish of  Holy Trinity St. Stephens



There's A Voice In
The Wilderness

Book of Common Praise

106



Verse 1

There’s a voice in the wilderness crying,

A call from the ways untrod:

Prepare in the desert a highway,

A highway for our God!

The valleys shall be exalted,

The lofty hills brought low;

Make straight all the crooked places,

Where the Lord our God may go!

There's A Voice In The Wilderness-1/4



Verse 2

O Zion, give voice to good tidings,

Ascend to the heights and sing!

Proclaim to a desolate people

The coming of their King.

The works of pride all perish,

like flowers they shall decay,

The power and pomp of nations

Shall pass like a dream away.
There's A Voice In The Wilderness-2/4



Verse 3

But Your word, O God, is faithful,

Your arm, O Lord, is strong;

You stand in the midst of nations,

And You will right the wrong.

You will feed Your flock like a shepherd,

And fold the lambs to Your breast;

In pastures of peace You’ll lead them,

And give to the weary rest.
There's A Voice In The Wilderness-3/4







Psalm 72: 1-7, 18-19  (George Black)

Refrain: 

“In his time shall 
peace and justice flourish.”

1/5



Prepare the way of the Lord,

Prepare the way of the Lord,

And all people will see

The salvation of our God.

Prepare the way of the Lord



When The King Shall Come Again
Book of Common Praise  109



Verse 1

When the King shall come again,

All His power revealing,

Splendour shall announce His reign,

Life and joy and healing;

Earth no longer in decay,

Hope no more frustrated,

This is God's redemption day

Longingly awaited.
When The King Shall Come Again-1/4



Verse 2

In the desert, trees take root,

Fresh from God's creation;

Plants and flowers and sweetest fruit

Join the celebration;

Rivers spring up from the earth,

Barren lands adorning.

Valleys, this is your new birth;

Mountains, greet the morning!
When The King Shall Come Again-2/4



Verse 3

Strengthen feeble hands and knees;

Fainting hearts, be cheerful!

God, who comes for such as these,

Seeks and saves the fearful.

Deaf ears, hear the silent tongues

Sing away their weeping;

Blind eyes, see the lifeless ones

Walking, running, leaping!
When The King Shall Come Again-3/4



Verse 4

There God's highway shall be seen

Where no roaring lion,

Nothing evil or unclean,

Walks the road to Zion:

Ransomed people homeward bound

All Your praises voicing,

See your Lord with glory crowned,

Share in His rejoicing!
When The King Shall Come Again-4/4 end



THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY

Celebrant:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,

And the love of God,

And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,

Be with you all.

People:  And also with you.



Celebrant: Almighty God,

People: to you all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from you no secrets are hidden. 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you,

and worthily magnify your holy name;

through Christ our Lord.  Amen.





Let Us Pray Together:

Almighty God, you offer rest 

for our hearts and peace for 

our souls. Give us grace to 

seek peace in our lives, 

peace in our community and 

peace in the world. Amen.

1st Advent Wreath Lighting





Light One Candle

Light one candle for peace.

Peace that the whole world needs

Light one candle for peace.

Peace that the Saviour will bring,

Peace that the Saviour will bring.



We say together the Collect for today:

Almighty God, who sent your servant 

John the Baptist to prepare your 

people to welcome the Messiah, 

inspire us, the ministers and 

stewards of your truth, to turn our 

disobedient hearts to you, 

1/2



that when the Christ shall come 

again to be our judge, we may 

stand with confidence before his 

glory; who is alive and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and for ever.

Amen.

2/2



The Proclamation 
of the Word



A Reading From The Book of Isaiah 
(11:1-10)



Isaiah 11:1-10

A shoot shall come out from the 

stump of Jesse, and a branch shall 

grow out of his roots.  The spirit of 

the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit 

of wisdom and understanding, the 

spirit of counsel and might, the spirit 

of knowledge and the fear of the
Isaiah 11:1-10-1/4



LORD. His delight shall be in the fear 

of the LORD. He shall not judge by 

what his eyes see, or decide by what 

his ears hear; but with righteousness 

he shall judge the poor, and decide 

with equity for the meek of the earth; 

he shall strike the earth with the rod 

of his mouth, Isaiah 11:1-10-2/4



and with the breath of his lips he shall 

kill the wicked. Righteousness shall 

be the belt around his waist, and 

faithfulness the belt around his loins. 

The wolf shall live with the lamb, the 

leopard shall lie down with the kid, the 

calf and the lion and the fatling 

together, Isaiah 11:1-10-3/4



and a little child shall lead them. The 

cow and the bear shall graze, their 

young shall lie down together; and 

the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 

The nursing child shall play over the 

hole of the asp, and the weaned child 

shall put its hand on the adder's den. 

Isaiah 11:1-10-4/4 end



They will not hurt or destroy on all 

my holy mountain; for the earth will 

be full of the knowledge of the LORD 

as the waters cover the sea. On that 

day the root of Jesse shall stand as a 

signal to the peoples; the nations 

shall inquire of him, and his dwelling 

shall be glorious. Isaiah 11:1-10-4/4 end



Reader: The word of the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God.



Psalm 72: 1-7, 18-19  (George Black)

Refrain: 

“In his time shall 
peace and justice flourish.”

1/4



Psalm 72 (George Black)

Give the king your justice, O God; 

and your righteousness to the  king's 

son 

that the mountains may bring prosperity 

to the people 

and the little  hills bring righteousness.

2/4

In his time shall 
peace and justice flourish.



Psalm 72 (George Black)

He shall defend the needy among the 

people; 

he shall rescue the poor and crush the 

oppressor. 

He shall live as long as the sun and 

moon endure from one generation to 

another.

3/4

In his time shall 
peace and justice flourish.



Psalm 72 (George Black)

Blessed be God, the Holy One  of Israel; 

who alone does wondrous deeds 

And blessed be that glorious name 

forever

and may God’s earth be filled with glory.

4/4

In his time shall 
peace and justice flourish.





Thy Word

words and music by:  Amy Grant, Michael W. Smith
Curb Word Music, Meadowgreen Music 

Company
Used by Permission.  License #  3177350 Size B



Thy Word-1/5

Chorus

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet

And a light unto my path.

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet

And a light unto my path.



All stand for the Gospel

Reader: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Reader: The Holy Gospel 

of our Lord Jesus

Christ according to Matthew

People: Glory to you, 

Lord Jesus Christ.



Matthew 3:1-12

In those days John the Baptist appeared 

in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 

"Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has 

come near." This is the one of whom the 

prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 

"The voice of one crying out in the 

wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the 

Lord, Matthew 3:1-12-1/5



make his paths straight.'" Now John 

wore clothing of camel's hair with a 

leather belt around his waist, and his 

food was locusts and wild honey. Then 

the people of Jerusalem and all Judea 

were going out to him, and all the region 

along the Jordan, and they were 

baptized by him in the river Jordan, 
Matthew 3:1-12-2/5



confessing their sins. But when he saw 

many Pharisees and Sadducees coming 

for baptism, he said to them, "You brood 

of vipers! Who warned you to flee from 

the wrath to come? Bear fruit worthy of 

repentance. Do not presume to say to 

yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our 

ancestor'; for I tell you, God is able from
Matthew 3:1-12-3/5



these stones to raise up children to 

Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at 

the root of the trees; every tree 

therefore that does not bear good fruit 

is cut down and thrown into the fire. "I 

baptize you with water for repentance, 

but one who is more powerful than I is 

coming after me; I am not worthy to
Matthew 3:1-12-4/5



carry his sandals. He will baptize you 

with the Holy Spirit and fire. His 

winnowing fork is in his hand, and he 

will clear his threshing floor and will 

gather his wheat into the granary; but 

the chaff he will burn with 

unquenchable fire."

Matthew 3:1-12-5/5 end



Reader: The Gospel of Christ.

People: Praise to you,

Lord Jesus Christ. 



Thy Word-1/5

Chorus

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet

And a light unto my path.

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet

And a light unto my path.



Homily
Rev. Rob 

Henderson



Prayers of 
the People



Second Sunday of Advent – Year A

Wherever we are, in the wilderness, 

the countryside, or the city, God, 

you are there. That our hearts may 

be stirred up in thanksgiving for the 

life you have given us, let us pray 

saying:

Hear Our Prayer

1/8



For the gifts of creation, for the sun 

that lights our day and the moon and 

stars that shelter the night, may our 

eyes be open to the beauty around 

us. Help us to protect and nurture 

your creation and ever proclaim its 

wonders. 

Lord, in your mercy.

2/8Hear Our Prayer



For the church in every place, we pray 

for Todd our Bishop and all who share 

ministry in the Diocese of Huron. May 

we ever be mindful of the richness of 

the family of the church, the persons 

next to us, those in neighborhood 

churches. 

Lord, in your mercy.

3/8Hear Our Prayer



Let us pray for Christians who 

witness in places hostile to the 

gospel and let us be thankful for our 

freedom to practice our faith. Let us 

pray for the leaders of the nations, 

that the coming of Christ may 

transform strangers into friends. 

Lord, in your mercy.

4/8Hear Our Prayer



We pray for those who are at 

greatest risk among us. Let us pray 

for the sick, for the lonely, for the 

rejected for the unhoused and for 

those who are in danger from 

prejudice and hate. 

Lord, in your mercy.

5/8Hear Our Prayer



We pray for this community in our 

joys and our sorrows.  Let us give 

thanks for this gathering of God's 

people and for the renewal of life we 

are given. 

Lord, in your mercy.

6/8Hear Our Prayer



We pray for those on our parish 

prayer list. Especially today we 

hold up: Carol, Hiba, Petra, Hailey, 

Shirley Mac, Wayne, and Diane

Lord, in your mercy.

7/8Hear Our Prayer



Lord, gather up our prayers with 

those of all your people in every 

place as you prepare the way, 

making every valley filled and 

every mountain brought low. 

In blessing and devotion guide us 

to Christ the Lord. 

8/8 endAmen.



Confession and Absolution

Celebrant: Dear friends in Christ,

God is steadfast in love

and infinite in mercy; 

God welcomes sinners 

and invites them to this table. 

Let us confess our sins, 

confident in God’s forgiveness.

Confession & Absolution 1/4



Celebrant: Most merciful God,

People: we confess 

that we have sinned

against you in thought, word,

and deed, by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you 

with our whole heart; 

we have not loved 

our neighbours as ourselves. 
Confession & Absolution 2/4



We are truly sorry 

and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

Have mercy on us and forgive us, 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your name. 

Amen.

Confession & Absolution 3/4



Celebrant: Almighty God 

have mercy upon you, 

pardon and deliver you 

from all your sins, 

confirm and strengthen you 

in all goodness, 

and keep you in eternal life; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

People: Amen.
Confession & Absolution 4/4



Celebrant: The peace of the Lord

be always with you.

People:  And also with you.

P a s s i n g  t h e  P e a c e



When Hands Reach Out Beyond Divides

(tune 508 I Heard The Voice of Jesus Say)



1. When  hands reach out beyond  

divides and hope is truly found, 



each chain of hate 

will fall away and 

bells  of peace 

shall sound. 



And bells of peace, of peace shall sound 

and bells of peace shall sound. 

Each chain of hate  will fall away and bells  

of peace shall sound.



2. When  fear no 

longer guides our 

steps and days of 

war are done, 



God's dream for 

all shall live 

anew, our 

hearts will heal 

as one, 



Our  hearts will heal, will heal  as one our 

hearts will heal as one.

God's dream for all  shall live anew and 

hearts  will heal as one



3. When race and creed blind us no more, a 

neighbour's face we'll see.  



And we shall dance the whole world round 

for love will set us free. 



For  love, yes love, will set  us free, for love 

will set us free.



And we shall dance  the whole world round 

for love  will set us free.



Receiving the 
gifts of money 
and other gifts 
for the needs 
and 
responsibilities 
of the Church.



The flowers for the Altar today 
are given to the Glory of God by 

Horst and Shirley Ammons in memory 
of Shirley’s parents, Ken & Mary 
Shepard, and Horsts parents, 

Alfred & Rosa Ammons.



Prayer Over The Gifts

God our strength, 

we are nothing without you. 

Receive all we offer you this day as 

you sustain us with your mercy; 

in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.



Eucharistic 
Prayer

# 1



Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

People:  And also with you.

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.

People:  We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant: Let us give thanks 

to the Lord our God.

People:  It is right to give our

thanks and praise.

Eucharistic Prayer 1-1/18



Celebrant: It is indeed right 

that we should 

praise you, gracious God, 

for you created all things.

You formed us in your own image: 

male and female you created us.  

When we turned away from you in sin, 

you did not cease to care for us, 

Eucharistic Prayer 1-2/18



Eucharistic Prayer 1-3/18

but opened a path of salvation 

for all people.

You made a covenant with Israel,

and through your servants 

Abraham and Sarah 

gave the promise of a blessing 

to all nations. 



Eucharistic Prayer 1-4/18

Through Moses 

you led your people 

from bondage into freedom; 

through the prophets 

you renewed your promise 

of salvation.



Eucharistic Prayer 1-5/18

Therefore, with them, 

and with all your saints 

who have served you 

in every age, 

we give thanks 

and raise our voices 

to proclaim the glory 

of your name.



Hymn 732 Holy Holy Holy (Eucharist) 

Holy Holy Holy Lord  

God of Power and might 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory 

Hosanna in the highest 

Blest is the One who comes, 

in the name of The Lord 

Hosanna in  the highest  

Hosanna in  the highest 

Amen   Amen Amen



Celebrant: Holy God, source of life 

and goodness, all creation 

rightly gives you praise. 

In the fullness of time, 

you sent your Son Jesus Christ, 

to share our human nature, 

to live and die as one of us, 

to reconcile us to you, 

the God and Father of all.
Eucharistic Prayer 1-8/18



.

Eucharistic Prayer 1-9/18

He healed the sick 

and ate and drank 

with outcasts and sinners; 

he opened the eyes of the blind 

and proclaimed the good news 

of your kingdom 

to the poor and to those in need.

In all things 

he fulfilled your gracious will.



Eucharistic Prayer 1-10/18

On the night he freely 

gave himself to death, 

our Lord Jesus Christ took bread, 

and when he had given thanks to you, 

he broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, 

and said, 



Eucharistic Prayer 1-8/12

“Take, eat: 

this is my body 

which is given for you. 

Do this 

for the remembrance of me.”

Eucharistic Prayer 1-11/18



Eucharistic Prayer 1-12/18

After supper 

he took the cup of wine; 

and when he had given thanks, 

he gave it to them, 

and said, 



Eucharistic Prayer 1-9/12

“Drink this, all of you: 

this is my blood 

of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you 

and for many 

for the forgiveness of sins.

Whenever you drink it, 

do this 

for the remembrance of me.”
Eucharistic Prayer 1-13/18



Eucharistic Prayer 1-14/18

Gracious God, 

his perfect sacrifice

destroys 

the power of sin and death;

By raising him to life 

you give us life forever more. 



Eucharistic Prayer 1-15/18

Therefore we proclaim 

the mystery of faith:

All: Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.



Eucharistic Prayer 1-16/18

Celebrant: Recalling his death,

proclaiming 

his resurrection, 

and looking for his coming

again in glory,

we offer you, Father,  

this bread and this cup. 



Send your Holy Spirit 

upon us and upon these gifts, 

that all who eat and drink 

at this table 

may be one body 

and one holy people, 

a living sacrifice 

in Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Eucharistic Prayer 1-17/18



Through Christ, 

with Christ, 

and in Christ, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

all glory is yours, 

almighty Father,

now and for ever.

People:  Amen.
Eucharistic Prayer 1-18/18 end





Lord's Prayer 
(Songs of a Gospel People)

Our Father, who art in heaven,

Hallowed be thy name,

Thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.

Give us this day, our daily bread,

and forgive us our trespasses,



as we forgive them, 

that trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil;

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever.  Amen



Breaking of the Bread  #5
Advent

Celebrant: God of promise, 
you prepare a banquet 
for us in your kingdom.

People: Happy are those who are 

called to the supper of the 

Lamb.





Lamb of 
God  
(JMT)



Cantor: Lamb of God,

you take away 

the sin of the world, 

have mercy on us.

All: Lamb of God, 

you take away 

the sin of the world, 

have mercy on us.
Lamb of God 1/3

Verse 1



Cantor: Lamb of God,

you take away 

the sin of the world, 

have mercy on us.

All: Lamb of God, 

you take away 

the sin of the world, 

have mercy on us.
Lamb of God 2/3

Verse 2



Cantor: Lamb of God, 

you take away 

the sin of the world

grant us grant us peace.

All: Lamb of God, 

you take away 

the sin of the world,

grant us grant us peace.

Lamb of God 3/3 end

Verse 3





All Are Welcome At The Table, 

It Is Jesus Who Invites You.

Please stay physically distanced when 

approaching to receive the bread. 

After receiving your wafer, 

please step to the side and remove your mask 

before consuming the bread and wine.

Gluten free wafers are available.



Communion Hymn

Music of 





Prepare the way of the Lord,

Prepare the way of the Lord,

And all people will see

The salvation of our God.

(Repeat)

Prepare the Way-1/1 end



We Say Together the Prayer After Communion:

Faithful God, we thank you for 

feeding us with this heavenly 

banquet.  Help us always to hear 

the prophet's call to turn our hearts 

to you;  in the name of Jesus Christ 

the Lord.   Amen.



The Doxology

Celebrant: Glory to God,

People: whose power, working in us, 

can do infinitely more than 

we can ask or imagine.  

Glory to God from 

generation to generation, 

in the Church and in 

Christ Jesus, for ever and ever.   

Amen.



Advent Blessing



Hail to the Lord's Anointed
Book of Common Praise  101



Verse 1

Hail to the Lord’s anointed; 

Great David’s greater Son! 

Hail, in the time appointed, 

His reign on earth begun! 

He comes to break oppression, 

To set the captive free, 

To take away transgressions, 

And rule in equity. 
Hail to the Lord's Anointed-1/4



Verse 2

He shall come down like showers 

Upon the fruitful earth: 

And love, joy, hope, like flowers, 

Spring in His path to birth: 

Before Him, on the mountains, 

Shall peace the herald go; 

And righteousness in fountains, 

From hill to valley flow. 
Hail to the Lord's Anointed-2/4



Verse 3

Kings shall fall down before Him, 

And gold and incense bring; 

All nations shall adore Him, 

His praise all people sing; 

To Him shall prayer unceasing 

and daily vows ascend; 

His kingdom still increasing, 

A kingdom without end. 
Hail to the Lord's Anointed-3/4



Verse 4

O’er every foe victorious, 

He on His throne shall rest; 

From age to age more glorious, 

All blessing and all-blest. 

The tide of time shall never 

His covenant remove; 

His name shall stand for ever 

That name to us is love. 
Hail to the Lord's Anointed-4/4 end



The Dismissal



Wonderful 
Gift



Refrain
Oh what a wonderful gift !

Oh what a wonderful gift !

God gives lives of hope and love,

Oh what a wonderful gift ! 

Wonderful Gift(Advent)-1/5



Verse 1  
Arise your light has come !

The world in stillness lay,

To hear the songs that lit the night, and 

brought us Love’s new day

Refrain
Oh what a wonderful gift !

Oh what a wonderful gift !

God gives lives of hope and love,

Oh what a wonderful gift ! 
Wonderful Gift(Advent)-2/5



Verse 2
Today we bring a light, as Advent comes 

anew.

But hope and peace and love and joy are 

gifts for all year through 

Refrain
Oh what a wonderful gift !

Oh what a wonderful gift !

God gives lives of hope and love,

Oh what a wonderful gift ! 
Wonderful Gift(Advent)-3/5



Verse 3  
For all that we receive,

For all the love we hold

We answer with our thanks to God, and 

share them with the world 

Refrain
Oh what a wonderful gift !

Oh what a wonderful gift !

God gives lives of hope and love,

Oh what a wonderful gift ! Wonderful Gift(Advent)-4/5



Verse 4 
So as we bring our gifts,

And offer them with prayer,

May we be people seeking

Peace and justice everywhere.

Refrain
Oh what a wonderful gift !

Oh what a wonderful gift !

God gives lives of hope and love,

Oh what a wonderful gift ! 

Oh what a wonderful gift ! 
Wonderful Gift(Advent)-5/5 end




