THE PARISH OF HOLY TRINITY ST. STEPHENS
ANGLICAN MEMORIAL CHURCH

Weekly Newsletter - Covid-19 edition #14

Sunday June 21st, 2020

Worship readings for this Sunday are:
Isaiah 40:25-31; Psalm 19; Philippians 4:4-9; John 1:1-18
In conjunction with Rev. Rob’s worship video you can find a link for the week’s
readings posted on the Worship Schedule page of our website.
PRAYER INTENTIONS
THIS PRAYER MINISTRY IS MOST IMPORTANT RIGHT NOW!
Your prayers DO MAKE a difference. Please take additional time in your day and
in you daily prayers for those most vulnerable and in need of healing.
PLEASE NOTE: If you would like to request prayers for someone,
please email to: holytrinityststephens@gmail.com. Our prayer
team will also include your loved ones with their allotted
intercessions. First names will be printed in the weekly bulletin.

We are honoured to hold in prayer – family, friends, loved
ones, and all in need. We pray especially for those listed in
this bulletin and those in our hearts this day.
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Prayers for those in need of Health and Healing:
Mary-Frances, Lucy, Roseanne R., Phillip, Rebecca, Kyra, Diane, Barbara, Lisa,
James, Petra, Hailey, Carol, John & Val, Kristen, Kylee, Molly Rose, Catalina,
Soledad, Bea, Linda, Sandra, Luke, Peter, Diane, Peggy, Evan & Family, Edith,
Jerry, Cheryl, John, and Krista.
Prayers for those in Long Term Care or Seniors Homes:
Ken, Marg, Diane, Noreen, Helen, Jim, Peter, Gene, Evelyn, Dave, Shirley,
Rhiannon, Janet, Junia, Cliff, Shirley Mac, Florence, Leona, Laurie, Gloria, Joannie,
Hazel, and Bob.
Although there’s no actual Altar Flowers to assemble, those noted below still have a
place of importance for us as a parish family to honour and remember.

JUNE ALTAR FLOWERS:
June 7 - Given to the Glory of God by Mary Evans and Peter Grantham in memory
of Loved Ones.
June 14 - Given to the Glory of God by Carolyn and David Keegan in memory of
Bucky and Bonnie Graham and Ken Keegan.
June 21 - Given to the Glory of God by Wendy Parisian in memory of Loved Ones.
June 28 - Given to the Glory of God by Ray and Carol Masters in memory of their
parents Wilf & Elizabeth Marshall, and Florence & Ross Masters AND ALSO, Given
by Liz Stanley in memory of daughter Rebecca, both parents, and many friends.

Various Options Are Always Available for Regular Tithing & Contributions!
Are you looking to ensure that you are still able to contribute on a regular basis?
Here are some options available to you at any time for your convenience.
1) Pre-authorized payments on a recurring monthly date of your choosing.
Please contact Jeanette in the church office for more information for set up.
2) Offerings made directly from your bank account whenever you choose. Simply
select Interac e-transfer option through your banking institution’s website.
Please see our Website home page for more details for setting up this option.
3) Regular envelopes may still be mailed to the church or deposited in the church
mailbox at 727 Southdale Road (cheques only please). Your contributions are
always continually appreciated. Thank you for your faithful stewardship!
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SUMMER HOLIDAYS
Please note that Reverend Rob will be taking a much deserved
holiday in the beginning of July, and as such there will also not
be a Newsletter sent out for the two weeks of July 5 and 12th,
and we’ll pick things up again in mid-July!
CROWN THE LOUNGE UPDATE
Dear Friends: I have great news to share. As you may
remember, we passed a motion at our Vestry meeting in
January (doesn’t that seem like a 1,000 years ago) to
embark on a Capitol Campaign to “Crown the Lounge” and
raise $50,000 for roof repairs and other building projects.
One of our goals was met recently when we announced
over $12,000 had been raised through parishioners
contributions. Today we are happy to share the good news that our application
to the Diocese of Huron for a grant of $30,000 has been approved in full! Add the
$10,000 we had available in our trust funds and we can now celebrate that we
have surpassed our goal of $50,000!
Thanks be to God! Thanks to you for your faithful stewardship! Thanks to
Wardens and Parish Council! We still have much to do in preparing to have
our work completed but it’s wonderful to know we have the resources to
move forward.
God is good and faithful and while we can’t celebrate in person, I invite you all to
raise a glass this weekend and give yourselves a pat on the back.
May we continue to pray and work together as we participate with God in Gods
mission to our community through the Parish of HTSSM.
Blessings, Rev. Rob+
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REQUEST FOR HOUSEHOLD ITEMS
Asking our church family if anyone has bedding, blankets,
household items or anything they would like to purge from their
homes for the families in Southdale. Please contact Joanne Crow
for drop off details. Thank you for all you do! Joanne

Daily Bread Daily Readings Booklets
We have received the Daily Bread readings booklets. We will
distribute 15 at a time in our front mailbox at HTSSM, and once
depleted we will add more. Parishioners can come by and pick
one up from our mailbox. If there are none at the time, please
call the office and they will be replenished. Take care and stay
safe. Thanks, from Jeanette.
Photo Directory Update
An update on our parish photo directory. The company that is
producing the directory (IPC) is currently closed due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. We were hoping to receive our directory
this spring but it will more likely be sometime in the late fall.
Thank you for your patience and we will keep you updated!
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MY DAD WAS, IS A HERO TO ME, RAISING,
FOSTERING KIDS DURING WARTIME, WORKING
IN BLITZED OUT FACTORIES AND EXTRA
PARTIME WORK DURING THE 40S AND 50S.
TEACHING US SPORTS, AND RIGHT FROM
WRONG, GOING WITHOUT TO HELP US ALL
SURVIVE, WHAT A MAN! THEN ONE DAY, WE
ALL WENT TO THE SEASIDE ON A DOUBLE
DECKER BUS, THE FIRST TIME WE HAD SEEN
THE SEA, MY DAD ACTUALLY DROVE AND LET
ME SIT AT HIS SIDE. I NEVER DID REALLY THANK
HIM FOR ALL THE EFFORT HE MADE TO KEEP US
ON THE RIGHT TRACK, I PRAY I MAY SEE HIM
AND MOM AGAIN, GOD WILLING, BLESS YOU
DAD, YOU WERE THE BEST.... DAVID LARSON

Jack Warwick and
Gord McEwan.
Dads forever in
our hearts –

Eileen and Chuck
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Vince McCarthy
Happy Father’s Day to a remarkable
husband / father who provided for his wife
Joan and children Shelley, John and Pamela
and still continues to give us the most
wonderful love.
XO Love You Dad

Our Fathers: Joe Britschgi and George Simpson
From: Lyle and Betty Britschgi
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3 Generations: Bob, Rob and Brett Henderson
1996

Brent Buchanan with Lucas
and Katy Bossence

Brad Buchanan with sons Josh and Chris

I’d like to wish my awesome dad in heaven a Happy Father’s Day.
Hugs, Anne
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Happy Father's day to Jan Gortzak, a wonderful man; a great Dad; and a very
loving husband 🥰!!
Hooray to all the Dads that are with us to celebrate, and those that we're
sadly missing today😔... We honour you; You make the world a better place,
and you will always be the Hero to the little girl in each of us!!
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NEWS
Loving our neighbours: A template for the safe reopening
of church buildings in Huron
The Right Reverend Todd Townshend, Bishop of Huron

On Wednesday, June 17, the Diocese of Huron issued a template for the safe reopening of church
buildings accompanied by Bishop Todd Townshend’s letter to the faithful in Huron.
“As we contemplate reopening safely, we offer a common template for Anglican dioceses in the
Ecclesiastical Province of Ontario, to be adapted locally as pandemic conditions in our
communities warrant the safe reopening of our church buildings”, says the Bishop in his letter
reminding that the provincial House of Bishops has decided that church buildings will not be
reopening for in-person worship until at least September.
The template sets up three stages of the reopening – red, amber and green – and the Diocese of
Huron is currently in the red stage of the document which means that corporate worship continues
to be livestreamed or pre-recorded and available online. In this stage small weddings, funerals and
emergency baptisms are permitted as well as on on one, in-person essential pastoral care by clergy
and pastoral visitors.
READ THE TEMPLATE AND THE BISHOP’S LETTER:

https://diohuron.org/loving-our-neigbours-a-template-for-the-safe-reopening-of-church-buildings-in-huron/

A decision to move forward from one stage to another, or back to an earlier stage, will be affected
by the course of the pandemic, which is dynamic, warns the Bishop adding that as things unfold,
the bishops “will meet and consult regularly and will seek counsel from our advising
epidemiologists: The Reverend Michael Garner (Public Health); Dr. Rob James (Consultant); and
Dr. Bill Gardner (Research).”
+Todd
https://diohuron.org/news/
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Bishop Todd’s message – On racism and the “Doctrine of Discovery”
Transcript of Bishop Todd Townshend’s video message for the week of June 14, 2020

Among many other things this week, while living in the time of a global pandemic, the wave of protests against racism
continued, and some people started to listen and learn in new ways. I’ve been learning, and already it is revealing to me clearer
truths about the experience of being Black, Indigenous, or a person of colour in Canada.
We’ve also seen various responses to the question of whether or not systemic oppression exist in our institutions, especially in
policing and the justice system. This question is sometimes avoided, skirted, by asking whether individuals, today, who make up
these institutions are racist or not. My answer to this is, yes, pretty much every one of us is susceptible to the sin of racism,
whether we know it or not, and we have continually acted, or thought, in harmful racist ways—even when we’re trying not
to—through the things we have done and things we have left undone.
One of the reasons we are all found in this trap is that the whole system is founded on racist ideas. Far, far deeper than our
own individual sinful behaviours is the fact that we were born into a particular system that was set up in a particular way—to
advantage white people—and we were formed by it and we have learned it, even when we didn’t notice it. Of course, Black,
Indigenous, and all people of colour are telling us that they notice it, and continue to be very badly hurt by it, every single day
of their lives. The whole thing, North America as we know it today, is founded on structures and laws that are poisoned by
racism and, in some cases, are directly based upon it.
One way to recognize this is to learn a bit about the beginning of these structures and laws. I recommend that everyone watch
a film made by Anglican Video, called “Doctrine of Discovery: Stolen lands, Strong Hearts”. It’s about an hour long, has a study
guide, and can be found at anglican.ca
As it says there, the film is about a devastating decision, made over 500 years ago, in which Pope Alexander VI ruled that the
land being discovered by European explorers at the time was “empty” land and its millions of Indigenous inhabitants were not
to be considered human. This doctrine was repudiated by the Anglican Church of Canada ten years ago, which is when I first
started to see how so much of North America was built on this piece of paper, signed by a guy wearing a miter in Rome,
declaring a law that is the cornerstone, the racist foundation, of many “property” laws still in existence to this day.
Here’s basically what this 500 year old Doctrine of Discovery asserts:
that any lands not inhabited by Christians were to be considered empty, unowned, and available to be discovered and
claimed.
The land was considered “terra nullius” which literally means “nobody’s land” and this was applied to all of North America, also
known as Turtle Island.
In applying the Doctrine of Discovery, colonial powers were able to take over and profit from the lands that had been inhabited
by Indigenous Peoples from time immemorial. Often using Black slaves as their workforce, it enabled them to accumulate
massive wealth. But not only that, the use of this doctrine was the basis for dehumanizing other human beings, in this case
Indigenous Peoples, and later Black people, and anyone else who wasn’t considered a “white male Christian”.
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The whole thing is made up, it is a legal fiction, and it has caused massive harm to God’s creation and God’s rainbow
people. We continue to repudiate this, even while we remain embedded in the system that grew out of it. I repudiate this,
even while knowing that I have benefitted greatly from the advantages set up in such a system.
Again—because it’s hard to take in—this teaching, this law, was used as a criteria for gauging whether or not someone was
considered a human. If there were no white, male, Christians on the land (as defined by the white, male, Church powers),
the land was considered empty — there were no humans. This laid the groundwork for the many ways that racism and
injustice have been manifested in North America ever since.
It’s important to know the “founding stories” that function under the surface of our assumptions, habits, patterns,
attitudes and laws of life today.
In the scripture readings for this week, we see our founding person, Jesus, moving about in the cities and villages, teaching,
proclaiming good news, and curing people of every illness.
There is hope for us yet. We can be cured of this illness.
Our founding person would not have recognized the founding ideas that we see in “Discovery”. Our founding person would
not have been considered human, according to them. And yet, our founding person, Jesus, would see the crowds this past
week at all the protests, and he would have compassion on them… because they’ve been harassed. They have been
harassed their whole lives, and they have been made helpless by a massive system that is not set up to help them.
So, he says to his disciples, and I believe that Jesus is saying to his disciples right now, “You follow me, so think like me and
act like me. See all these bruised and hurt lives? I want to heal them. Look out over the crowds, my heart breaks.
Compassion. Compassion. Healing. Healing. Get to it.”
What a huge harvest is available to us in this work. It will benefit all of us. This moment is a huge opportunity to harvest the
goods found in the Kingdom of God, under God’s reign, according to God’s laws, according to the Creator’s founding
declarations – Jesus says, “We need workers! So, on your knees and pray for, and work for, this harvest.”
Some will hate you for it.
Some will hate you for making a commitment to anti-racism, and justice, and equity for all.
But that’s OK, you have peace with God, through our Lord Jesus Christ.
+ Todd
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Traditionally, an Inukshuk is a structure made of stones piled on top of each other.
They were used by the Inuit in the north as directional markers.
Inuksuit, or inukshuks (which means more than one Inukshuk) were used for
navigation in the frozen north where, in the snow, everything could look the same.
An Inukshuk could also work like a signpost to mark a good hunting or fishing spot.
An Inukshuk in the shape of a person signifies safety, hope and friendship.
Inuksuit have been transformed into a symbol of hope and friendship that
transcends borders to reach people all over the world.
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Don’t forget to check out the Vicars' Crossing
Podcasts on any of the following:
iTunes, YouTube or Soundcloud

Do you want to check out Rev Rob's latest YouTube worship video?
Simply go our Website Home page and click the YouTube button, or
go to Rev Rob’s Corner and find the latest edition!

HTSSM’s Social Media!!
Be sure to always stay
connected and share our
events with your friends and
family through our Parish
Website and Facebook page.

The Parish of Holy Trinity St. Stephens Anglican
Memorial Church
727 Southdale Rd. E., London ON, N6E 1A9
www.parishofhtssm.ca

Email: holytrinityststephens@gmail.com
Office phone: 226-456-8776
Like us on Facebook at: @HolyTrinityStStephensMemorialLondon
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