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THE PARISH OF HOLY TRINITY ST. STEPHENS  

ANGLICAN MEMORIAL CHURCH 
 

Weekly Newsletter - Covid-19 edition #17 

Sunday July 26th, 2020  

 

Worship readings for this Sunday, July 26th are: 
Genesis 29:15-28; Psalm 105:1-11, 45c; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

Worship readings for next Sunday, August 2nd are: 
Genesis 32:22-31; Psalm 17:1-7, 16; Romans 9:1-5; Matthew 14:13-21 

In conjunction with Rev. Rob’s worship video you can find a link for the week’s 
readings posted on the Worship Schedule page of our website. 
 
PRAYER INTENTIONS 
THIS PRAYER MINISTRY IS MOST IMPORTANT RIGHT NOW!  
Your prayers DO MAKE a difference. Please take additional time in your day and 
in you daily prayers for those most vulnerable and in need of healing.  
 
PLEASE NOTE: If you would like to request prayers for someone, 
please email to: holytrinityststephens@gmail.com. Our prayer 
team will also include your loved ones with their allotted 
intercessions. First names will be printed in the weekly bulletin.  
 

We are honoured to hold in prayer – family, friends, loved 
ones, and all in need. We pray especially for those listed in 
this bulletin and those in our hearts this day. 
   

mailto:holytrinityststephens@gmail.com
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Prayers for those in need of Health and Healing: 
Lucy, Roseanne R., Phillip, Rebecca, Kyra, Diane, Barbara, Lisa, James, Hiba, Petra, 
Hailey, Carol, John & Val, Kristen, Kylee, Molly Rose, Catalina, Soledad, Bea, 
Linda, Sandra, Luke, Peter, Diane, Peggy, Evan & Family, Edith, Jerry, Cheryl, John, 
and Krista. 
 
Prayers for those in Long Term Care or Seniors Homes: 
Ken, Marg, Diane, Noreen, Helen, Jim, Peter, Gene, Evelyn, Dave, Shirley, 
Rhiannon, Janet, Junia, Cliff, Shirley Mac, Florence, Leona, Laurie, Gloria, Joannie, 
Hazel, and Bob.  
 
Although there’s no actual Altar Flowers to assemble, those noted below still have a 
place of importance for us as a parish family to honour and remember. 
 

SUMMER ALTAR FLOWERS:  

July 

July 5 - Given to the Glory of God by Al and Yvonne Graystone in memory Francis 

& Elsie Moran. 

July 12 - Given to the Glory of God by Heather Gough in memory of Heathers 

parents Thomas & Florence Edge. 

July 19 - Given to the Glory of God by Kelly Kirkpatrick in memory of Debbie 

McComb and Walter & Edith Rudnicki. 

July 26 - Given to the Glory of God by Leslie Savard in memory of her parents. 

August 

Aug 2 - Given to the Glory of God by Dave & Sharron Pirrie in Memory of Dave’s 

parents John & Eliza Pirrie 

Aug 9 - Given to the Glory of God by Agnes Comeau in memory of her husband 

George 

Aug 16 - Given to the Glory of God by Anne Buchanan in memory of her husband 

John and her mother Margaret 

Aug 23 - Given to the Glory of God by Olga Stewart in memory of parents Dimitri 

& Mary Yadlowski 

Aug 30 - Given to the Glory of God by Jan & Allison Gortzak in memory of Jan’s 

mum Janine, and their beloved daughter Jordan Aleena. 
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UPCOMING BOOK STUDY 

What do Christians have to say about God in the midst 
of this pandemic?  What is the role of the Church at 
this time?  How should we think about God? How do 
we recover.  What can we learn about ourselves and 
the world?   These questions and more are addressed 
by N.T Wright in his new book God and the Pandemic.  
Just an update on the book study dates: 
Wednesdays in August.  (5, 12, 19, 26)  
10am or 7pm on Zoom. 
Please email Rev. Rob and indicate "10am" or "7pm” 
robhenderson@diohuron.org 
Books available on Amazon, Chapters/Indigo, 
Zondervan.com, e-book or audio format. 
 
  

CROWN THE LOUNGE UPDATE 
Dear Friends:  We are happy to announce that we've moved 

into the next stage of our Crown the Lounge Campaign.  

With funding now secured we have hired H&N Roofing to 

replace the roof over the fireside lounge.  We hope it will 

be completed by September.  If you are at the church 

during the month of August, please use caution around 

the construction.  More news to come as we continue 

more capital projects this summer and fall! 

May we continue to pray and work together as we participate with God in Gods 

mission to our community through the Parish of HTSSM. 

Blessings, Rev. Rob+ 
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BABY ANNOUNCEMENT 

 From Kelly Kirkpatrick!!   

We thank God for the safe 
arrival of [Grandson] Kai Edward 
who was born on Wednesday 
July 15th at 645 pm and  
weighed 7.5 lbs.   
Nikki and Kevin are overjoyed,  
as well as a little tired!  His little 
playmate and cousin Bo can't 
wait till he's a little 
bigger to share toys 
with!  Lol 
 

 

Congratulations to Kelly and her 
growing family, wishing them all many 

years of happy memories together!! 
 

 
Congratulations to Kathy and all 

those involved in such an 
amazing achievement!! 
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REQUEST FOR HOUSEHOLD ITEMS 
Asking our church family if anyone has bedding, blankets, 
household items or anything they would like to purge from their 
homes for the families in Southdale. Please contact Joanne Crow 
for drop off details.   Thank you for all you do! Joanne  
 
 
Daily Bread Daily Readings Booklets  
We have received the Daily Bread readings booklets.  We will 
distribute 15 at a time in our front mailbox at HTSSM, and once 
depleted we will add more. Parishioners can come by and pick 
one up from our mailbox.  If there are none at the time, please 
call the office and they will be replenished.  Take care and stay 
safe.  Thanks, from Jeanette. 
 
 
Photo Directory Update   
An update on our parish photo directory. The company that is 
producing the directory (IPC) is currently closed due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  We were hoping to receive our directory 
this spring but it will more likely be sometime in the late fall. 
Thank you for your patience and we will keep you updated!  
 

 

Various Options Are Always Available for Regular Tithing & Contributions! 

Are you looking to ensure that you are still able to contribute on a regular basis? 
Here are some options available to you at any time for your convenience. 
1) Pre-authorized payments on a recurring monthly date of your choosing.  
Please contact Jeanette in the church office for more information for set up.   
2) Offerings made directly from your bank account whenever you choose.  Simply 
select Interac e-transfer option through your banking institution’s website.  
Please see our Website home page for more details for setting up this option.   
3) Regular envelopes may still be mailed to the church or deposited in the church 
mailbox at 727 Southdale Road (cheques only please).  Your contributions are 
always continually appreciated.  Thank you for your faithful stewardship!  
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While exploring ideas for this week’s newsletter, I found this article within 
the archives of The Anglican Journal and felt encouraged to share the insight 
behind the importance of prayer, and the reminder that none of us are 
alone when we share ourselves with God even in our most mundane 
moments.  Peace, Luv&Hugs, from Allison 
 

What is prayer, and why do we pray? 
By: Tali Folkins  December 23, 2018 

Photo: A3PF Family/Shutterstock 

 

Some people, if asked, would probably say that prayer means asking for something, 
and indeed the Oxford Canadian Dictionary defines prayer as “a solemn request or 
thanksgiving to God or an object of worship.” The word itself comes from the Latin 
prex, which can mean not only a prayer but an earnest or humble request. 

But is that really all it is? Some Anglicans who are especially involved in it say 
prayer can be a much richer thing than the dictionary definition would suggest. 

For Br. James Koester, a Canadian monk who is brother superior of the Society of 
Saint John the Evangelist, a monastic community of The Episcopal Church based in 
Cambridge, Mass., says prayer is about “being filled with the life of God.” He cites 2 
Peter 1:4, in which it’s written that Christ has given believers the ability to “become 
participants of the divine nature.” 

How do we know we’re sharing in the divine life when we pray? Love tells us, 
Koester says. 

“Christ is present everywhere, and one of the places we discover the presence of 
Christ is if we’re in the presence of love,” he says. “If my prayer draws me deeper 
into being a person of love, then I’m in the presence of God, because God is love.” 

https://www.anglicanjournal.com/author/tfolkins/
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Sharing in the life of God ultimately also means taking part in building the kingdom 
of God, he says; we are transformed by prayer, and our actions are affected by it. 

God is unchangeable, so prayer isn’t about trying to change the will of God, Koester 
says. But this doesn’t mean we shouldn’t pray for things to be other than they are, he 
says, because an important part of prayer is giving voice to our desire—to God, to 
others and to ourselves. 

“God knows that there needs to be peace and reconciliation in the Middle East,” he 
says. “But God also wants to know that I think that’s important, and God wants me to 
share that desire…God wants me to verbalize that, and then I become changed by 
that.” 

Aligning with divine will  

Archdeacon Paul Feheley, national director of the Anglican Fellowship of Prayer 
(Canada), which promotes prayer among Canadian Anglicans, agrees that prayer is 
really about trying to align our own wills with the divine will, rather than trying to 
sway God. 

He points out the example of Christ, who, in the garden of Gethsemane, prays, 
“Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me; yet, not my will but yours be 
done.” Feheley also cites the Lord’s Prayer: “Your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.” 

“If we model ourselves on Jesus, as I believe we should, we’re always putting 
ourselves into the presence of God—not to sway, but to understand,” he says. 

Feheley says it’s certainly to be expected—and not reprehensible—that people in the 
grips of crisis turn to God with prayer that things will turn out well for them. But 
there’s something more fundamental to prayer, he says. 

“By facing the difficulty, and by putting ourselves in God’s presence, then there’s a 
sense of knowing that God is with us no matter what…and that’s the critical thing 
about prayer,” he says. “It’s not winning and losing—it’s a constant unconditional love 
that’s with us.” 

We can pray even amidst the most mundane of tasks, 
suggests a priest.  

Brad Pickens, executive director of The Farmhouse 
Mission, an ecumenical mission and retreat centre in 
Orleans, Ind., compares learning to pray to acquiring a 
language. 

Photo: Antonio Diaz/Shutterstock 
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Pickens, who with his wife, Kara, designed and is overseeing the delivery of a lay 
spiritual renewal program in the diocese of New Westminster, says that when we 
pray, we’re learning to repeat “what God is saying to us through the Scriptures, and 
through the church, and the world…to pick up the language of God in order to give 
voice to our needs and the needs of the world, and to give voice to how God views 
the world.” 

Being present to God  

And yet, he adds, prayer is, in some sense, speech beyond speech, “a language that 
gives voice to something that’s interior and mysterious, an apprehension of God that 
is somewhat beyond us.” 

Although prayer can be formal, says Kara Pickens, as it is in liturgy and spoken 
prayers, we can also pray through our tears, our laughter, our work, and generally 
when “we invite the sacred to shape our experience as humans.” 

For Christians, Koester says, it’s important to remember that prayer isn’t about 
trying to reach a remote God. 

“Christ is in all places, and we’re not actually calling down God to come to this 
place,” he says. “We’re actually meeting God where God already is.” 

Similarly, say Feheley and the Pickenses, it’s important to know that we can pray 
even amidst the most mundane tasks, by being present to God. 

“Scriptures talk about praying constantly, and everybody goes, ‘I can’t do that,’” 
Feheley says. “Well, you can, actually, if you see what you’re doing as prayerful.” 

We often have these “sacramental” moments, moments of “holy encounter,” says 
Brad Pickens, when we are aware that God is present even in the midst of our 
everyday lives. 

“It’s the substance of our life, and sometimes it comes about just in these really 
beautiful ways…when things become a little more clear, and a little more reoriented 
towards God,” he says.

This story originally appeared on March 12, 2018 

 

  

  



10 
 

  They all ate and were satisfied. 
Matthew 14:13-21 
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Don’t forget to check out the Vicars' Crossing 

Podcasts on any of the following:  

iTunes, YouTube or Soundcloud  

  

The Parish of Holy Trinity St. Stephens Anglican 

Memorial Church  

727 Southdale Rd. E., London ON, N6E 1A9 

www.parishofhtssm.ca 

Email: holytrinityststephens@gmail.com 

Office phone:  226-456-8776 

Like us on Facebook at:  @HolyTrinityStStephensMemorialLondon 

Do you want to check out Rev Rob's latest YouTube worship video?   

Simply go our Website Home page and click the YouTube button, or 

go to Rev Rob’s Corner and find the latest edition! 

 HTSSM’s Social Media!!  

Be sure to always stay 

connected and share our 

events with your friends and 

family through our Parish 

Website and Facebook page.   

   

http://www.parishofhtssm.ca/worship-videos.html
https://www.facebook.com/HolyTrinityStStephensMemorialLondon/

