THE PARISH OF HOLY TRINITY ST. STEPHENS
ANGLICAN MEMORIAL CHURCH

Weekly Newsletter - Covid-19 edition #20

Sunday August 16th, 2020

Worship readings for this Sunday, August 16th are:
Genesis 45:1-15; Psalm 133; Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32; Matthew 15:(10-20) 21-28

Worship readings for next Sunday, August 23rd are:
Exodus 1:8-2:10; Psalm 124; Romans 12:1-8; Matthew 16:13-20

In conjunction with Rev. Rob’s worship video you can find a link for the week’s
readings posted on the Worship Schedule page of our website.
PRAYER INTENTIONS
THIS PRAYER MINISTRY IS MOST IMPORTANT RIGHT NOW!
Your prayers DO MAKE a difference. Please take additional time in your day and
in you daily prayers for those most vulnerable and in need of healing.
PLEASE NOTE: If you would like to request prayers for someone,
please email to: holytrinityststephens@gmail.com. Our prayer
team will also include your loved ones with their allotted
intercessions. First names will be printed in the weekly bulletin.

We are honoured to hold in prayer – family, friends, loved
ones, and all in need. We pray especially for those listed in
this bulletin and those in our hearts this day.
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Prayers for those in need of Health and Healing:
Miriam, Carol, Nancy, Ted, Jill, Lucy, Roseanne R., Phillip, Rebecca, Kyra, Diane,
Barbara, Lisa, James, Hiba, Petra, Hailey, Carol, John & Val, Kristen, Kylee, Molly
Rose, Catalina, Soledad, Bea, Linda, Sandra, Luke, Peter, Diane, Peggy, Evan &
Family, Edith, Jerry, Cheryl, John, and Krista.
Prayers for those in Long Term Care or Seniors Homes:
Ken, Marg, Diane, Noreen, Helen, Jim, Peter, Gene, Evelyn, Dave, Shirley,
Rhiannon, Janet, Junia, Cliff, Shirley Mac, Florence, Leona, Laurie, Gloria, Joannie,
Hazel, and Bob.
Although there’s no actual Altar Flowers to assemble, those noted below still have a
place of importance for us as a parish family to honour and remember.

SUMMER ALTAR FLOWERS:
July
July 5 - Given to the Glory of God by Al and Yvonne Graystone in memory Francis
& Elsie Moran.
July 12 - Given to the Glory of God by Heather Gough in memory of Heathers
parents Thomas & Florence Edge.
July 19 - Given to the Glory of God by Kelly Kirkpatrick in memory of Debbie
McComb and Walter & Edith Rudnicki.
July 26 - Given to the Glory of God by Leslie Savard in memory of her parents.
August
Aug 2 - Given to the Glory of God by Dave & Sharron Pirrie in Memory of Dave’s
parents John & Eliza Pirrie
Aug 9 - Given to the Glory of God by Agnes Comeau in memory of her husband
George
Aug 16 - Given to the Glory of God by Anne Buchanan in memory of her husband
John and her mother Margaret
Aug 23 - Given to the Glory of God by Olga Stewart in memory of parents Dimitri
& Mary Yadlowski
Aug 30 - Given to the Glory of God by Jan & Allison Gortzak in memory of their
beloved daughter Jordan Aleena, Jan’s mum Janine, and Allison’s dad Bill.
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UPCOMING BOOK STUDY
What do Christians have to say about God in the midst
of this pandemic? What is the role of the Church at
this time? How should we think about God? How do
we recover. What can we learn about ourselves and
the world? These questions and more are addressed
by N.T Wright in his new book God and the Pandemic.
Just an update on the book study dates:
Wednesdays in August. (5, 12, 19, 26)
10am or 7pm on Zoom.
Please email Rev. Rob and indicate "10am" or "7pm”
robhenderson@diohuron.org
Books available on Amazon, Chapters/Indigo,
Zondervan.com, e-book or audio format.
CROWN THE LOUNGE: NEXT UPDATE
Dear Friends: We are happy to announce the next stage of our
Crown the Lounge Campaign. We recently finished installing
new floor tiles to the upstairs hallway and bathroom, the
entrance to the Fireside Lounge from the ramp entrance as
well as the downstairs hallway and bathrooms. We hope
the roof will be completed by September. If you are at the
church during the month of August, please use caution around the construction.
More news to come as we continue more capital projects this summer and fall!
May we continue to pray and work together as we participate with God in Gods
mission to our community through the Parish of HTSSM.
Blessings, Rev. Rob+
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NEW Daily Bread Daily Readings Booklets
We have received the NEW Daily Bread Reading Booklets
Sept/Oct/Nov 2020. We will continue to distribute 15 at a time in
our front mailbox at HTSSM, and once depleted we will add more.
Parishioners can continue to come by and pick one up from our
mailbox. If there are none at the time, please call the office and
they will be replenished. Take care and stay safe.
Thanks, from Jeanette.

REQUEST FOR HOUSEHOLD ITEMS
Asking our church family if anyone has bedding, blankets,
household items or anything they would like to purge from their
homes for the families in Southdale. Please contact Joanne Crow
by phone: 519-681-1158 or via email: jocrow446@hotmail.com
for drop off details. Thank you for all you do! From Joanne
Photo Directory Update
An update on our parish photo directory. The company that is
producing the directory (IPC) is currently closed due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. We were hoping to receive our directory
this spring but it will more likely be sometime in the late fall.
Thank you for your patience and we will keep you updated!

Various Options Are Always Available for Regular Tithing & Contributions!
Are you looking to ensure that you are still able to contribute on a regular basis?
Here are some options available to you at any time for your convenience.
1) Pre-authorized payments on a recurring monthly date of your choosing.
Please contact Jeanette in the church office for more information for set up.
2) Offerings made directly from your bank account whenever you choose. Simply
select Interac e-transfer option through your banking institution’s website.
Please see our Website home page for more details for setting up this option.
3) Regular envelopes may still be mailed to the church or deposited in the church
mailbox at 727 Southdale Road (cheques only please). Your contributions are
always continually appreciated. Thank you for your faithful stewardship!
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For those of our parish that may not receive the Anglican Journal
publication, here is a recent article from their international news
department. For more faith-based news and features please visit their
website at: www.anglicanjournal.com Peace, Luv&Hugs, from Allison

Churches call for prayers,
support as depth of Beirut
crisis emerges
By Joelle Kidd
August 12, 2020

Beirut port's grain silos and surrounding area
sustained massive damage from the explosion
August 4. Photo: Alex Gakos/Shutterstock

Anglicans and other Christian organizations are sending prayers and financial support
to Lebanon, a country with a significant Christian population, after a massive explosion
erupted Aug. 4 in the city of Beirut—another blow to a nation already veering toward a
humanitarian crisis.
On Aug. 6, a short statement and photos were posted to the Anglican Church of
Canada’s website, under the heading: “Pray for the people of Lebanon.”
“Please pray for the people of Lebanon, remember our brothers and sisters in Christ in
the diocese of Jerusalem and the Middle East, as they recover from the devastating
explosion,” wrote Archbishop Linda Nicholls, primate of the Anglican Church of
Canada.
The photos accompanying the statement show
the interior of All Saints’ Anglican Church in
Beirut. Curtains, blown away from the windows,
drape over stacks of toppled chairs; panes of
glass and shards of window frames are scattered
across the floor; the ground is littered with
fragments of broken glass.
The Anglican church in Beirut sustained
damage from the blast. Photo: Anglican.ca

The church is among the many buildings that
have been damaged in some way by the
immense Aug. 4 blast. The explosion is believed
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to have been the detonation of ammonium nitrate which had been stored at Beirut’s
port—more than 2,700 tons of it, according to the New York Times. As of Aug. 10,
more than 7,000 had been reported injured and at least 220 dead from the explosion.
In response, religious aid organizations—including Anglican groups—have leapt to
raise funds and contact partner organizations in Lebanon and the surrounding area.
The Primate’s World Relief and Development Fund (PWRDF) is accepting donations to
provide assistance to victims of the explosion.
“As first responders dig through the rubble and as fires continue to burn, we have
reached out to our partner in the region, the Middle East Council of Churches (MECC),”
said PWRDF in a statement. “MECC has responded with thanks for the expression of
solidarity and the prayers, and shared that what has happened in Beirut cannot be
expressed in words. Many are still missing and many will die due to critical injuries
sustained in the blast. Tens of thousands have lost their properties, and hospitals,
schools, universities and clinics have been badly damaged. It is even more trauma for
people to absorb in the midst of many economic and political challenges, in addition to
the impact of COVID-19.”
As of August 8, PWRDF announced, donations made through the fund will be
matched dollar for dollar by the Canadian government.
PWRDF also pledged $25,000 to a response from ACT Alliance, of which PWRDF is a
member. PWRDF staff have been in contact with ACT Alliance staff. “They in turn are in
touch with their implementing members on the ground in Lebanon to determine how
best to respond. Lebanon is the country hosting the largest number of refugees per
capita, and is part of the ACT Alliance regional appeal covering Syria, Lebanon and
Jordan. PWRDF is a regular contributor to these appeals.”
In a statement Aug. 4, Archbishop Joseph, metropolitan of the Antiochian Orthodox
Christian archdiocese of North America, made an appeal to donations to the
Archdiocese of Beirut. In this statement, the archbishop wrote that the metropolitan
and clergy of the Archdiocese of Beirut had been unharmed. “The same, however,
cannot be said for the archdiocese headquarters, the churches and our St. George
Hospital. Many of our churches and institutions in Beirut suffered devastating damage
as well as the homes of many of the clergy and faithful.”
In Vatican city, Pope Francis has called for prayers for Lebanon, “so that with the effort
of everyone in society—political and religious—it may face this tragic and painful
moment and, with the help of the international community, overcome the serious
crisis it is experiencing.”
Catholic agency CNEWA/Pontifical Mission is also working on the ground to distribute
food and medicines to those affected, Jesuit magazine America reports.
The patriarch of the Maronite church in Lebanon, Cardinal Bechara Rai, has called for a
“United Nations-controlled fund” to be set up to direct aid in the region.
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Lebanon, which has the highest proportion of Christians in the Middle East, is roughly
40% Christian, according to a 2012 report for the U.S. Department of State. The
Maronite Church, which is in full communion with the Roman Catholic Church, is the
largest denomination in the country.
The explosion is the latest disaster for a country already burdened by overlapping
crises. The effects of the COVID-19 pandemic and record-breaking heatwaves had
already compounded the effects of intense economic hardship.
The value of Lebanon’s currency began plunging rapidly last October. The cost of
goods has risen in the country, and 45% of the population was living below the poverty
line, with 30% unemployed, according to Business Insider. Even the army, CBC
reported, has been hit by inflation, forced to serve only vegetarian meals to soldiers
because it could no longer afford meat.
A recent food security report by the UN Food Program said that 50% of the country’s
citizens (as well as 63% of Palestinians and 75% of Syrians in the country) were worried
about their ability to get enough food.
These issues will undoubtedly be intensified by the results of the explosion, which left
nearly 300,000 people homeless and destroyed the country’s largest grain silo, leaving
the country with less than a month of grain reserves.
In the days following the explosion, protests have broken out throughout the city with
what the Washington Post called an “outpouring of anger” over the political
establishment and unanswered questions about what caused the blast—and why the
ammonium nitrate was stored at the port at all. On Aug. 10, Lebanese Prime Minister
Hassan Diab announced the resignation of his government, with the entire cabinet
stepping down. The country’s president will be required to consult with parliamentary
blocs to choose the next prime minister.
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Don’t forget to check out the Vicars' Crossing
Podcasts on any of the following:
iTunes, YouTube or Soundcloud

Do you want to check out Rev Rob's latest YouTube worship video?
Simply go our Website Home page and click the YouTube button, or
go to Rev Rob’s Corner and find the latest edition!

HTSSM’s Social Media!!
Be sure to always stay
connected and share our
events with your friends and
family through our Parish
Website and Facebook page.

The Parish of Holy Trinity St. Stephens Anglican
Memorial Church
727 Southdale Rd. E., London ON, N6E 1A9
www.parishofhtssm.ca

Email: holytrinityststephens@gmail.com
Office phone: 226-456-8776
Like us on Facebook at: @HolyTrinityStStephensMemorialLondon
10

