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THE PARISH OF HOLY TRINITY ST. STEPHENS  

ANGLICAN MEMORIAL CHURCH 
 

Weekly Newsletter - Covid-19 edition #48 
 Third Sunday in Lent  – March 7th, 2021  

 

Worship readings for this week’s Third Sunday in Lent, March 7th are: 
Exodus 20:1-17; Psalm 19; 1 Corinthians 1:18-25; John 2:13-22 

Worship readings for next week’s Fourth Sunday in Lent, March 14th are: 
Numbers 21:4-9; Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22; Ephesians 2:1-10; John 3:14-21 

In conjunction with Rev. Rob’s worship video you can find a link for the week’s 
readings posted on the Worship Schedule page of our website. 
 
Those noted below have a place of importance for us as a parish family to honour 
and remember. 
 

MARCH ALTAR FLOWERS:  

Mar 7- Given to the Glory of God by Barb Procure in 
memory of her husband Gord. 

Mar 14- Given to the Glory of God by Barbara Warren in 
memory of her parents John and Florence Warren. 

Mar 21- Given to the Glory of God by Al and Yvonne 
Graystone in memory of Loved Ones. 

Mar 28- Given to the Glory of God by Leslie Savard in 
celebration and thanks for all the coffee helpers. 
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PRAYER INTENTIONS 

THIS PRAYER MINISTRY IS MOST IMPORTANT RIGHT NOW!  

Your prayers DO MAKE a difference. Please take additional 

time in your day and in you daily prayers for those most 

vulnerable and in need of healing.  
 

We are honoured to hold in prayer – family, friends, loved ones, and all in need. 
We pray especially for those listed in this bulletin and those in our hearts this 
day. 
  
Prayers for those in need of Health and Healing: 
Judy D., James L., Rev. Pam, Chris & family, Christina, 
Nancy, Marilyn A., Al & Yvonne, Kelly M., Sandy M.,  
Len W., Dianne, Linda R., Steve I., Kathryn H., Kathy G., 
Molly Rose, Susan U., Luke, Lucy, Jill, Jennifer A., Edi, 
Jerry, Carol, Hiba, Petra, Hailey, and Jeff P. 
 
Prayers for those in Long Term Care or Seniors Homes:  
Margaret K., Wayne, Diane, Noreen, Jim M., Gene, Evelyn, Dave, Shirley, Laurie, 
Leona, Rhiannon, Junia, Cliff, Shirley Mac, Florence, Gloria, Joanie T., Hazel, Bob. 
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Reservations Required!  
Sunday Worship has resumed as of March 7th, and there will be 2 services on 
Sundays held at 9am and 11am. Preparations are underway to make sure that we 
are gathering safely and that all public health guidelines are being followed. 
However, if you or anyone in your household are feeling unwell or experiencing 
any flu-like symptoms related to the COVID virus please stay home!   
We would like to remind you of a few things to keep in mind for those who would 
like to attend worship:  You must call our reservation line at 226-582-0439 and 
reserve your space before attending. After a few rings your call will go directly to 
voicemail.  You will then be asked to leave the following information: 

1. Your full name and contact phone number;  
2. The number of people that will be in your group; 
3. The time you would like to attend, 9am or 11am. 

PLEASE NOTE: You will not receive a confirming call 
back unless we are unable to reserve a seat due to 
space restrictions. 
When you arrive Sunday morning you will be met at our 
Welcome Desk and taken to your seat(s).  
Looking forward to seeing you at Holy Trinity St. Stephen's! 
 

Sunday Service Volunteers Needed!  
How to sign up:  Please contact Kathy Belshaw, (Sunday morning Volunteer 
Coordinator) by email kathybelshaw@hotmail.com or phone 519-685-0975. 
Indicate the date, service time, and position you can fill. Please note that some 
positions may already be filled when you contact Kathy (that’s a good thing!)  
We need the following roles at 9am and 11am Services: 
Welcome Desk Greeters; Ushers; Cleaners; and PPT operators.  
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A short video of THANKS from LCC  
This is a short, heart warming video that was prepared by 
Rev. Pam Cullen of the London Community Chaplaincy, 
showcasing their presence in the Southdale & Limberlost 
communities, throughout the pandemic & continuing today 
a full year later. The video was shared by email this past 
week and is also available for everyone’s viewing on our HTSSM Parish Website. 
Simply go to the Homepage and click the LCC image, or copy this direct link in 
your browser:  http://www.parishofhtssm.ca/community-outreach.html 
God is at work in our neighbourhood!  Hope you enjoy it!! 
 

‘Music For All’ on the HTSSM Website  

Are you enjoying Dave’s musical talent that 
complements the weekly online worship videos? 
Indeed you are among the many, and now you can 
listen to these beautiful individual hymns anytime by 
visiting the HTSSM Parish Website. Simply click the 
‘Music-For-All’ picture on the home page and you will be directed to all his 
recordings. Also please speak to Dave if you are interested in receiving more 
hymns from previous services. 
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NEW Daily Bread Readings Booklets  
We have received the NEW Daily Bread Reading Booklets for 
March/April/May. We will put a few copies at a time in our front 
mailbox at HTSSM, and once depleted we will add more. 
Parishioners can come by and pick one up from our mailbox.  If 
there are none at the time, please call the office and they will be 
replenished.  Take care and stay safe.  Thanks, from Jeanette. 
 
Virtual Morning Prayer and Coffee Hour 
Please consider joining Rev Rob in a time of prayer and 
light conversation every Wednesday morning from     
8am-8:30 on Zoom.  All are welcome!    
To register, email robhenderson@diohuron.org 
 
OUTREACH UPDATE 
Cheques were recently delivered to St. Paul's Social 
Services ($1035.00) and London Community 
Chaplaincy ($1050.00) from HTSSM. These totals 
represent funds taken from Outreach Reserved and 
Designated Offerings. The Glen Cairn Bread Program 
is receiving funds on an as needed basis usually from 
Designated Offerings. LTC tickets were purchased to 
be distributed by and according to Rev. Rob's 
discretion. The following thank you from St. Paul's Social Services is reprinted 
from a handwritten note. 
Heather Gough and Bill Yeomans, Outreach Contacts. 
 

The following card was received from St. Paul’s Social Services and 

Heather asked for it to be shared:   

To the Leadership and Parish of Holy Trinity St. Stephen's Memorial, 

     When we look out for each other, we can change lives. Your generous support in 

these truly difficult times, has helped us to provide fresh eggs, milk powder and 

produce to many families and individuals. 

      These staples add a greater level of nutrition to our food hampers and make a 

real difference to Londoners living with food insecurity! 

   Thank you for the work that you do in our Lord's name! 

Barbara Symington, Director 

mailto:robhenderson@diohuron.org
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This is a season of disfiguration. Yet it is also a time of hope.  

By  James Koester SSJE   

My dear friends,  

 

Recently, I have been recalling that it is almost a year since we closed the 

Guesthouse and Chapel. You will remember those days. We began hearing about 

this new virus and the reports of mounting deaths. Soon we were horrified to discover 

that it had reached this country. Today, nearly half a million people have died from 

Covid-19 in this country, and almost 2.3 million around the world. 

  

In many ways, these last 11 months have been a time of disfiguration, as many have 

been disfigured by disease and death. Some who have recovered continue to feel the 

effects and are living with post-COVID-19 syndrome. 

  

If this has been a time of disfiguration in terms for our bodies, it has also been a time 

of disfiguration for our body politic. Around us we see the effects of systemic racism, 

and the lingering consequences of slavery. We have seen our government literally 

assaulted, and what happens when civil discourse is replaced by lies, corruption, and 

self-interest; where compromise and negotiation are seen as signs of weakness; and 

schools, churches, and business shuttered, leaving behind economic and social 

problems that will require years to heal and repair. 

  

As a monastic community, we too have been disfigured. In an instant, our life was 

turned upside down. The closing of the Guesthouse and Chapel has had a profound 

impact. Our community life has been radically altered. While we all remain healthy, 

we are discovering our need for human contact and the context of a larger community 

of friends, family, and sisters and brothers in Christ. We miss the company of women, 

which our Rule speaks of when it says, [we] value the gift of friendship with women, 

as Jesus did; without it we run the risk of spiritual and personal impoverishment. 

  

This is a season of disfiguration. Yet it is also a time of hope. 

  

Another remarkable writing from The Society of Saint John the Evangelist 
(SSJE).  Peace, Luv&Hugs, from Allison. 
 
 

https://www.ssje.org/author/br-jonathan-maury/
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Just a few weeks ago we celebrated Christmas and remembered God’s act of divine 

self-emptying when God broke all the limits of generosity in the incarnation of the Son 

for our sake, “who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with 

God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, 

being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled himself 

and became obedient to the point of death - even death on a cross.” 

  

John’s gospel reminds us that the Word became flesh and lived among us. In this act 

divine self-emptying, God did much more than simply take on human flesh. God took 

on our limitations, our finitude, even our disfiguration, by submitting to death, disease, 

and loss; pain, grief, and sorrow; boredom, loneliness, and fatigue; worry, anxiety, 

and disquiet. God took all this on in the person of Jesus, and that is a thing full of 

wonder. 

  

St. Gregory of Nazianzus, a fourth-century bishop and theologian, reminds us that 

which God has assumed, God has healed; that which is united to God is also saved. 

  

Today we find ourselves in a time of disfiguration, and the message of the Gospel is 

that God has been here before us. God has transfigured what in us is disfigured. 

  

Even now in a world gripped by pain, loss, and grief, the light of God’s glory is 

breaking through. As St. Paul reminds, all of us, with unveiled faces, seeing the glory 

of the Lord as though reflected in a mirror, are being transformed into the same 

image from one degree of glory to another… (2 Corinthians 3:18) 

  

We may be tempted to see only disfiguration as we look at the world, or our own 

lives, but that is not the whole truth. The whole truth is that which God has assumed, 

God has healed.  

  

So, take heart. God in the person of Jesus has been here before us, and even now is 

transforming and transfiguring our disfigured world. In so doing, God in Christ is 

making all things new once more, and that includes even you. 

Please know that all of you are constantly in our prayers. We wish you a holy 

beginning to this season of Lent. 

Faithfully in the One who is making our world new, 

James Koester SSJE 

Superior
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The Parish of Holy Trinity St. Stephens Anglican 

Memorial Church  

727 Southdale Rd. E., London ON, N6E 1A9 

www.parishofhtssm.ca 

Email: holytrinityststephens@gmail.com 
Office phone:  226-456-8776 

Like us on Facebook at: @HolyTrinityStStephensMemorialLondon 

Don’t forget to check out the Vicars' Crossing 

Podcasts on any of the following:  

iTunes, YouTube or Soundcloud  

Are you unable to attend, or not ready for in-person worship service? 

No Problem! Just check out Rev Rob's latest YouTube worship video!   

Simply go our Parish Website Home page and click the YouTube 

button, or go to Rev Rob’s Corner and find the latest edition! 

 HTSSM’s Social Media!!  

Be sure to always stay 

connected and share our 

events with your friends and 

family through our Parish 

Website and Facebook page.   

   

http://www.parishofhtssm.ca/worship-videos.html
https://www.facebook.com/HolyTrinityStStephensMemorialLondon/

