THE PARISH OF HOLY TRINITY ST. STEPHENS
ANGLICAN MEMORIAL CHURCH

Weekly Newsletter - Covid-19 edition #56
Fifth Sunday of Easter – May 2nd, 2021

Worship readings for this week’s 5th Sunday of Easter, May 2nd are:
Acts 8:26-40; Psalm 22:24-30; 1 John 4:7-21; John 15:1-8

Worship readings for next week’s 6th Sunday of Easter, May 9th are:
Acts 10:44-48; Psalm 98; 1 John 5:1-6; John 15:9-17

In conjunction with Rev. Rob’s worship video you can find a link for the week’s
readings posted on the Worship Schedule page of our website.
As a parish family those noted below have a place of importance for us to hold in
tribute and remembrance.

MAY ALTAR FLOWERS:
May 2- Given by Rob & Miriam Hewitt in memory of Marjorie Hewitt, Winifred
Holt, and Wendy Smith.
May 9- Given by Ruby Stone and family in memory of her
husband Cliff.
May 16- Given by Vince McCarthy in memory Joan, loving
Wife and Mother, who passed away 3 years ago.
May 23- Given by Linda Butt and family in loving memory of
Myrtle Noel, beloved mother and grandmother. Forever
remembered.
May 30- Given by Anne Buchanan, Praying for her family and
all her dear friends with warm thoughts to all.
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PRAYER INTENTIONS
THIS PRAYER MINISTRY IS MOST IMPORTANT RIGHT NOW!
Your prayers DO MAKE a difference. Please take additional
time in your day and in you daily prayers for those most
vulnerable and in need of healing.
We reverently keep in our prayers, family, friends, loved ones, and all in need.
We pray especially for those listed in this bulletin and those in our hearts and
minds this day.
Prayers for those in need of Health and Healing:
Ted M., Judy D., James L., Nancy, Marilyn A.,
Al & Yvonne, Kelly M., Sandy M., Len W., Linda R.,
Steve I., Kathryn H., Kathy G., Molly Rose, Jennifer A.,
Bea, Luke, Lucy, Edi, Jerry, Carol, Hiba, Petra, Hailey,
and Jeff P.
Prayers for those in Long Term Care or Seniors Homes:
Wayne, Diane, Noreen, Jim M., Gene, Evelyn, Dave, Shirley, Laurie, Leona, Junia,
Cliff, Shirley Mac, Florence, Gloria, Joanie T., and Bob.
Updating the Parish Prayer List
Would you like to have yourself; a family member; or a loved one, included on
our Parish Prayer List or Long Term Care list? Please send a message directly to
our dedicated email address at: HTSSMPrayerList@gmail.com.
1) Please indicate which LIST the person is to be allocated, 2) also advise if
you’d like the initial of their Last Name to be included, and 3) if able, please
indicate the length of time you’d like their name to be upheld.
Please share with us as God meets your needs so that we may rejoice with you;
or send a follow up email to remove a name from the Prayer list when needed.
Sincerely and Respectfully, Allison G.
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Help us Name the New Garden!
“Build houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat
what they produce.” Jeremiah 29:5
Have you heard about the new garden at HTSSM?
Thanks to the initiative of Colin Shutt and Dave Pirrie, a
new vegetable garden is being planted in front of the rectory.
Our hope is to grow food to contribute to the Southdale Chaplaincy and
other agencies that help ensure food security to those in need.
Now that the new garden has a home, it needs a name. What would be a
good name for our garden? Be creative and have some fun!
Please send your suggestions to colinsconcrete@gmail.com by May 7th.
The top 3 suggestions will be put to a parish vote and together we will
pick the new name of our garden. The new name will be revealed on
Pentecost Sunday (May 23) just in time to plant for the season!
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From the PWRDF Under the Sun Newsletter | February 2021 issue
IN LIEU OF FLOWERS
By Mike Ziemerink | Donor Relations Officer
More and more, families want to acknowledge the death of a loved one with a gift to a
favourite charity. A donation is a meaningful way to create a lasting impact. PWRDF
receives gifts like this from Anglicans and others across Canada every month. To support
these gifts, PWRDF has an In Memoriam card program. The ‘In Memoriam’ cards are sent
to family members to notify them that a gift has been made in honour of their loved
one. You can also celebrate a special event in a loved one’s life by making an ‘In Honour’
gift. These gifts are great for the parent, aunt, uncle, or sibling who has everything.
Once you’ve made your gift, PWRDF will send an In Honour card to the recipient letting
them know of your gift. These cards can be used for a variety of occasions like birthdays,
baptisms, confirmations, anniversaries, Mother’s Day or to recognize your child’s
favourite teacher. What a great alternative to a mug or box of chocolates! In Memoriam
and In Honour cards can be requested in a number of different ways. When you make a
gift on our website at pwrdf.org there is an option to make a tribute gift. Select ‘I would
like to dedicate this donation’, then fill in the details. Once the gift is processed into our
system, PWRDF will send the card directly to your intended recipient. If you are making
your donation over the phone or by mail, be sure to let us know that you’re giving in
honour or in memory of someone. Parishes can also order In Honour or In Memoriam
cards to have on hand. This way parishioners who want to make a tribute gift can do so
–either on their own or through the collection plate – and receive a card from your
parish representative right away. This is especially
helpful at funerals or memorial services. Ask your
PWRDF Parish Representative for more information
or contact us directly at pwrdf@pwrdf.org. “These
cards are beautifully designed and easy to order,”
says Marianne McQuillan, Head of Donor Relations
and Fundraising. “They are a great way to show love
and support while also supporting a good cause.”
If you are interested in downloading the full
newsletter, please visit their website at:
www.pwrdf.org/get-involved/share-our-stories/
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The following is a recent article of interest from of a regular email series from
Diana Butler Bass called: The Cottage. If you’re interested in subscribing,
please visit: https://dianabutlerbass.substack.com/.
.
Why
Heal Our Divides? Because if we do, we heal ourselves
Diana Butler Bass | Tues. Apr 20
A number of writers have been quietly working behind the scenes on a project called
How to Heal Our Divides — where we’re bringing together practitioners of what Brian
McLaren calls “un-division” to share their wisdom and stories.
When asked to write to the topic — how to heal divides — I turned the prism on the question. Below is a
version of the piece I wrote for the upcoming book on why we should bother with overcoming division in
our communities and politics.
The book for the project releases in May. But please go to the website www.howtohealourdivides.com
for more information and updates.
There is another question behind the question of how – that is the question of why. Why heal our
divides? After all, human beings have survived despite division for as long as recorded history. Indeed,
rulers and politicians are skilled at driving wedges between people around them in order to increase
their own power. As Julius Caesar famously remarked divide et impera, “divide and conquer.”
In our current environment, fear and anger do motivate communal action, and political expediency
often seems the primary goal. One need only be familiar with The Prince to know that modern politics
follows the lead of Niccolo Machiavelli far more than the social vision of any ethical or religious master
– Moses, the Buddha, and Jesus included.
And so, we find ourselves in a world echoing Gordon Gecko’s famous 1980s dictum, “greed is good,”
where the contemporary American political creed seems to be “division is gain.”
Division is one of the most persistent political strategies in the western world. You might say it is our
practice, the most deeply ingrained of our political habits. It certainly isn’t new. Why heal our
divides? The question might be answered: You can’t. History teaches us that Machiavelli will always be
with us – and will most often win.
Why even try to heal our divides?
Because it matters. For our communities, our neighbors. Of course. But it also matters for our own
lives.
In 1892, William James wrote, “All our life, so far as it has definite form, is but a mass of habits.” A
large body of research since then has confirmed how our lives are composed of routinized practices,
the habits we develop over years. One recent study found that 40 percent of the participants’ daily
actions did not come from intentional choice, but were things they did from habit.
America is a culture that aspires to unity – e pluribus unum – but has habituated division. Blame it on
Caesar, Machiavelli, Gordon Gecko or whomever. Truth is, we’ve a national habit of finger pointing,
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blaming others, assigning people to categories, and pressing advantage for our own side. We’ve a
divided national soul, and that line of division runs right through each of our own hearts. Even when we
say we want to get beyond division and invective, many (including me) secretly think, “But I don’t want
to be with those people. They are beyond the pale. You can’t make peace with them.”
When I finally admit that division isn’t just external but a way of thinking and acting that I’ve learned —
a way that I have practiced — it hurts. I may preach a good sermon on nonviolence or taking down the
walls of hostility between people, but deep inside, I’m uneasily grateful that something still separates
me from others. The boundary between my moral rightness and another’s ethical failing seems
necessary to protect. Those boundaries become hidden prejudices, the prejudices turn into
partisanship, and all-too-often, partisanship crystallizes as bigotry. For good people, this internal
process can be subtle, deniable, and shameful. But it is part of our habituation into being American – a
people who proclaim unity while building walls that divide.
Why heal our divides? Because if we do, we heal ourselves.
New Testament scholar Stephen Patterson has recently argued that the first Christian creed was not a
proclamation of separation from others (believers from nonbelievers); rather it was a declaration of
human solidarity. That creed was part of the very first baptismal liturgies of those who followed Jesus:
For you are all children of God in the Spirit.
There is no Jew or Greek;
There is no slave or free;
There is no male and female.
For you are all one in the Spirit.
He insists that Christianity was successful because it imparted a social vision of unity in a deeply
divided world and called people to a new shared identity: “We human beings are naturally clannish and
partisan: we are defined by who we are not. We are not them. This creed claims that there is no us, no
them. We are all one. We are all children of God.” (Patterson, The Forgotten Creed, p.5)
Not only did the first Christians proclaim these words, they practiced them in their communities. They
developed habits of including others, of breaking down barriers, of eating with and befriending those
whom they once found objectionable. They literally showed Roman society that it was possible — and
desirable — to love every neighbor without regard to religion, class, or gender. During the earliest years
of Christianity’s existence, the faith was marked by its insistence of the common kinship of humankind
– that we could, indeed, be one. And there is evidence that they practiced what they preached.
Of course, that is an example from my faith tradition. America isn’t made up of only Christians, nor is it
a “Christian nation.” But we do have a national creed, and like that early church creed, it proclaims a
vision of unity, of oneness.
Is the American creed possible? That e pluribus unum we recite? Or are we forever consigned to
political habits that confirm the we and demonize them? History reminds us that such creeds must be
embodied in communities of practice, where we are called into a vision of human solidarity, where we
create habits of oneness together, where we establish peace across the most durable barriers, and
where we get in trouble for standing as one against the political expediency of division.
When I commit myself to that creed, when I find myself in such a community, the divide in my own
heart lessens. Something within heals. Creed and community remind me that changing habits is hard,
and practicing solidarity involves wrestling with my own failures. But, with the help of others, each one
of us can mend the fault lines in our own lives and lend our hands to repair the world.
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Don’t forget to check out the Vicars' Crossing
Podcasts on any of the following:
iTunes, YouTube or Soundcloud

Have you checked out Rev Rob's latest YouTube worship video?
Simply go our Parish Website Home page and click the YouTube
button, or go to Rev Rob’s Corner and find the latest edition!

HTSSM’s Social Media!!
Be sure to always stay
connected and share our
events with your friends and
family through our Parish
Website and Facebook page.

The Parish of Holy Trinity St. Stephens Anglican
Memorial Church
727 Southdale Rd. E., London ON, N6E 1A9

www.parishofhtssm.ca
Email: holytrinityststephens@gmail.com
Office phone: 226-456-8776
Like us on Facebook at: @HolyTrinityStStephensMemorialLondon
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